December 5, 2025

Hon. Joël Lightbound, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Government Transformation, Public Works and Procurement
Public Services and Procurement Canada
11 Laurier St
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0S5
joel.lightbound@parl.gc.ca

Dear Minister Lightbound,

We are writing on behalf of organizations in Canada that provide services to the estimated 1.5 million people in Canada who have identified themselves as being blind or having a visual impairment.  This includes citizens in each province and territory across the Country.  

The people our organizations support will be deeply impacted by changes in Bill C-15 (Budget 2025 Implementation Act no. 1) that would repeal sections of the Canada Post Corporation Act that our organizations rely upon. We represent a broad range of organizations that provide services to people who are blind or live with sight loss.  Each of us would be impacted by the changes proposed in Bill C-15.

Bill C-15, in Division 2, S. 197 repeals Paragraphs 19(1)‍(d) to (g.‍1) of the Canada Post Corporation Act.  This includes the repeal of S. 19(1) (g) (i) which provides for the ‘transmission, by post, free of postage, of (i) letters, books, tapes, records and other similar material for the use of the blind.’

This change will have an immediate and profound impact on the critical services our organizations provide to people who are blind in Canada, and on our organizations' ability to fulfill our mandates to serve this vulnerable community.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215832970]These changes were included in Bill C-15 without the government or Canada Post providing any prior notice to, or consultation with, our organizations—and, more importantly, with those people who are blind across Canada who rely on our services. The lack of consultation is deeply concerning and reflects poorly on this government’s commitment to supporting those in Canada with disabilities.

We call on the government to immediately withdraw this amendment to ensure that the services that our organizations provide that rely on free post to the blind can continue.

We also request an urgent meeting with you to discuss this amendment and next steps, ensuring future changes that directly impact Canadians with disabilities are not made without proper consultation.

[bookmark: _Hlk215735161]Yours sincerely,



Kevin Millsip						Laurie Davidson		
Executive Director, NNELS 			Executive Director, CELA 
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